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Just Joshin’ 

 

 
 

"The Word gave life to everything that was created, and 

his life brought light to everyone.  The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it. 

"He came into the very world he created, but the world 

didn't recognize him.  He came to his own people, and 

even they rejected him.  But to all who believed him and 

accepted him, he gave the right to become children of 

God.  They are reborn—not with a physical birth 

resulting from human passion or plan, but a birth that 

comes from God. 

"So the Word became human and made his home among 

us. He was full of unfailing love and faithfulness.  And 

we have seen his glory, the glory of the Father’s one and 

only Son." 

John 1:4-5, 10-14 

 

The Gospel of John doesn't have Jesus' birth story like 

the accounts of Matthew and Luke.  Instead, John points 

to Jesus being both God and human.  Jesus was a part of 

the creation of the world, and then came down into his 

creation.  John portrays the beginning of Jesus' life 

ministry in a different way.  Some say he gets right 

down to business. 

 

Verses 5 and 10 of this chapter have always intrigued 

me.  We go from verse 5, "The light shines in the 

darkness, and the darkness can never extinguish it," to 

verse 10 which says, "He came into the very world he 

created, but the world didn't recognize him."  Isn't that 

interesting that the creator and the light wasn't 

recognized? 

 

Do people enjoy being in the dark?  Do they realize 

they're in the dark?  The second question here may be 

the better one to start with.  Maybe some people don't 

know.  Maybe some people know of, but have never 

experienced the saving grace of God through Jesus.  

And yet, even those who may be searching for 

something new and different didn't recognize the light 

shining into the darkness. 

 

I'm reminded of the walks I used to take with my 

Grandpa Pegram.  He was a walking machine later in his 

life.  He'd let us grandkids come along sometime, as 

long as we could keep up (we weren't quite teenagers).  

It would be dark when we'd walk down his road and he'd 

have a flashlight.  I was always wondering what was 

around in the dark spaces where I couldn't see.  Grandpa 

would tell us to keep following the flashlight and 

moving forward (later on, I realized this was his way of 

keeping us focused and moving forward so he didn't 

have to stop and could keep his heart rate up). 

 

With grandpa and his flashlight, I wasn't scared about 

the dark or what was there.  I was with someone who 

knew the way, and what awaited us in the dark spaces 

(the neighbors' yards) if we ventured away from his 

flashlight.  He kept us moving forward and brought us 

home safely. 

 

Too many believe they can figure it out on their own.  

Sometimes, even those who've followed the light of 

Christ think they can handle it from here and venture off 

on their own.  When this happens though, we miss out.  

We miss out on God's unfailing love and faithfulness.  

We miss out on God's guidance and strength.  We miss 

out on knowing we're not in this world alone. 

 

As we begin 2020, do we need to refocus on the light in 

this dark world?  Do we need to invite somebody in our 

lives who may be struggling into this light and show 

them God's unfailing love and faithfulness?  As we 

begin another year, let us remember the grace and love 

we have received from God, and the grace and love that 

is to come.  Thanks be to God for sending his son so we, 

too, might know the blessing of the light. 



 

 

JANUARY 
04-Ruth Topp 
04-Julie Sering 
08-Tom Erickson 
09-Shirley Carpenter 
10-Cathy Anhalt 
12-Pat Lauby 
12-Jaylee Williams 
12-Kaylee Williams 
13-Barb Sisco 
20-Ken Brzezinski 
22-Sandra Calverley 
23-Brian Henke 
27-Brad Russell 
27-Acacia Sloat 
29-Kathy Cole 
31-Bob Liska 

01 - Brent & Ginnie Fletcher 

If we have omitted your birthday or 
anniversary or have it listed on the 
wrong date, please let us know so we 
can make the necessary corrections to 
our records. Thank you. 

Come for Breakfast on 

Wednesday, 

February 5, 2020 

8:00 a.m. 

All are Welcome! 

WOW – another year has passed and 
we have a new start to 2020.  The 
ladies of UMW want to thank all who 
came looked, chatted and bought 
items from our Pop Up Bazaar.  This 
is another way to support various 
missions within our church.  
 
Final changes to Mission U are being 

made.  We believe the changes will 
allow more women to attend by 
holding three separate locations/
times and for a weekend event for 
two and the Wisc. Rapids Mission U 
will be a two day event on a Monday 
& Tuesday.  I think this is an 
exciting change and will be easier to 
attend. 
 
During the winter months, check 
out the Reading Program and find a 
book that interests you.  You can 
get some through the library, some 
you can purchase and someone 
might own a book that interests 
you.  Check it out on the national 
UMW website or contact me and I 

will get you book lists! 
 
The officers of our UMW unit are 
busy preparing another exciting 
year.  Our next meeting will be 
February 10th after coffee 
fellowship.  All women are invited to 
join us.  Feel free to bring your 
coffee and treats to the meeting 
room and join in! 
 
New Year Blessings! 
Cindy 



 

 

The volunteers will need to be comfortable 
talking with people from the community who 
come to the Love INC building or call them. 
They will also be helping with small projects 
as needed (mailings/thank you cards/love 
notes when not answering the door or 
phone). Ideally the volunteer would work a 2 
or 4 hour shift on days which are convenient 
for them. A volunteer application can be 
picked up at the church office and mailed to 
Love INC.  

 
 
 

2020 Noisy Collections 
January 12 - The Family Center 
February 9 - Community of Hope 
March 8 - Love INC (In The Name of Christ) 
April 12 - UM Children’s Services 
May 10 - Boys and Girls Club 
June 14 - Harbor House 
July 12 - UMCOR International Disasters 
August 9 - ODC  
September 13 - Northcott House 
October 11 - UNICEF 
November 8 - SWEPS Christmas Baskets 
December 13 - Humane Society 

 
2020 PANTRY COLLECTION 

January 19 - SWEPS  
February 16 - SWEPS  
March 15 - SWEPS 
April 19 - SWEPS 
May 17 - SWEPS 
June 21 - SWEPS 
July 19 - SWEPS 
August 16 - SWEPS 
September 20 - SWEPS 
October 18 - SWEPS 
 
UMC 2020 SPECIAL SUNDAY OFFERINGS 
January 19 - Human Relations Day 
March 22 - One Great Hour of Sharing 
April 26 - Native American Ministries 
June 7 - Peace with Justice 
October 4 - World Communion 
November 29 - UM Student Day 
 
We will sponsor/serve The Neighborhood 
Table on Thursday, October 8, 2020 

Noisy Collection 

January 12, 2020 for  

Maria and The Family Center 

 
 

 

Love INC has Redemptive Compassion 
Lunch-n-Learns scheduled for 2020. 
Redemptive Compassion® is a biblical 
philosophy offering wholistic help to those 
we serve. It is based upon six core 
principles: 
1. Everyone has value 
2. We are called to invest relationally in 
others 
3. Everyone has capacity and potential 
4. Mutual participation is important 
5. We must use wisdom & discernment 
6. What we do should transform 
 
Learn more about how we can change the 
way need is addressed during this 7-week 
lunch-n-learn series. Please bring your own 
sack lunch. Each one-hour session will 
build upon the previous session. All 
sessions are held every other Wednesday 
at Noon. Dates are: • January 8, 22 • 
February 5, 19 • March 4, 18 • April 1. 
 
Love INC needs a Client Care Coordinator. 
A job description is available in the church 
office  
 
A resume needs to be given to Love INC; 
the interviews will be done during January. 
This is a paid position. 
 
Love INC is growing!!! A Volunteer 
Coordinator position will be added in 2020. 
The job description is available in the 
church office, and a resume is needed by 
Love INC. This is a paid position. 
 
Also, a Volunteer Receptionist position will 
be added by Love INC. This position will be 
filled during Connection Center hours 
starting in January (Tues-Wed-Thurs 10am
-2pm). They are looking for multiple 
volunteers for this position.  



Have a prayer request? Call the prayer chain: 
Daytime:  (9:00 a.m. — 6:00 p.m. 
Lynn Swanson — 715-423-4407 
Evenings:  (6:00 p.m. — 9:00 p.m.) 
Helen Dillingham — 715-424-5828 

For encouragement,  

call the prayer phone: 
715-423-1323 

 
 

      

      Romans 15:13 
 
I pray that God, the source of hope, will fill 
you completely with joy and peace 
because you trust in him.  Then you will 
overflow with confident hope through the 
power of the Holy Spirit. 
 
What will this year of 2020 bring?  Let us 
consider the past and give thanks that 
God walks beside us and we can trust 
him.’ 
Speaking of trust, every year I choose an 
Epiphany word.  My word for 2015 was 
trust, 2016 faith, 2017 hope, 2018 love, and 
2019 peace.  My word for 2020 is action.  I 
pray I will be active in spreading trust, 
faith hope, love and peace. 
Let us consider the word hope:  Hope 
that each day will be better, hope for 
peace in this country and this world, hope 
that each church will continue to reach 
out in love to our community and hope 
that each one of us will feel God and his 
love in our lives. 
Remember these words through this new 
year:  Trust, Faith, Hope, Love, Peace, 
Action.  Let us all give thanks to God for 
his blessings and presence with us each 
day of this year 2020. 
Jeremiah 29:11  “For I know the plans I 
have for you,” says the Lord.  “They are 
plans for good and not disaster, to give 
you a future and a hope.” 
 
Let us pray:  Heavenly Father, we 
surrender all to you in this new year.  Walk 
beside us each day that lies ahead.  Amen 

 

Prayer Calendar 
 

01 - Eric, Vikki, Brian & Danny Henke 
02 - Marlene Henke 
03 - Hi Young & Im Hong 
04 - Kevin, Tami, Riley & Owen Huiras 
05 - Bob & Pam Ironside 
06 - Hubert & Betty Johnson 
07 - Bill, Mandy, Caden, Wyatt Jungwirth 
08 -  Helen Jungwirth 
09 - Shirley Klapperich 
10 - Fred & Barb Kronenberg 
11 - Darwin Lamb 
12 - Garold & Evelyn Lampman 
13 - Myrna Langowski 
14 - Pat & Cheryl Lauby 
15 - Bob & Carol Liska 
16 - Judy Luing 
17 - Chris Maguire 
18 - Carole Manz 
19 - Christopher Marshaus 
20 - Bob & Wanda McIlvain 
21 - Jack & Carol Metzger 
22 - Jean Michaels 
23 - Daniel Michalak 
24 - Vic & Barb Moon 
25 - Marty & Terry Nolet 
26 - Nathalie Noonan 
27 - Valerie Nordin 
28 - Ashley, Kolt, Walker, Easton O’Keefe 
29 - Nancy Olson 
30 - Josh Pegram 
31 - Allen Peterson 



Church Office Hours 
The church office is open Monday through 

Thursday from 8:00 a.m. — 10:00 a.m.  
and closed on Fridays. Other times as needed. 

Pastor Joshua’s Office Hours 
Monday through Thursday 

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  

E-mail Addresses 
Church Office: umc@wctc.net 
Pastor Joshua: joshuapegram3@gmail.com 

Church Office Phone 
715-423-8860 
Pastor Joshua’s Phone No. 
Cell: 920-896-3976 

Sunday Services 
  9:00 am - UMC Worship Service 
10:00 am - Coffee Fellowship 

January 22 

January 2 

The Neighborhood Table 
The last two Tuesdays of the month: 4:30 p.m. 
Every Thursday: 4:30 p.m. 

January 28 

Wisdom Seekers 
Every Thursday: 9:30 a.m. 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 

January 16 

  4:30 pm - Trustees Meeting 

January 15 

Nar-Anon 
Every Thursday: 7:00 p.m. 

January 23 

January 8 

Weight Watchers 
Every Saturday 8:30 am 

Janaury 20 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study   
  6:00 pm - COH 

January 29 

January 7 

10:30 am - Disciplines 
  5:00 pm - Choir Practice  

January 13 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  5:00 pm - Bells 

January 14 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study 
  6:00 pm - COH 

  6:00 pm - Finance Meeting 
  6:30 pm - Council Meeting 

January 9 

10:30 am - Disciplines 
  5:00 pm - Choir 

Church Website 
www.umcwr.org 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  5:00 pm - Bells 

   2:00 pm - COH Bible Study 
   6:00 pm - COH 

January 30 

10:30 am - Disciplines 
  5:00 pm - Choir 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  5:00 pm - Bells 

January 21 

  2:00 pm - COH Bible Study 
  6:00 pm -  COH 

10:00 am - Bible Study 
  5:00 pm - Bells 

10:30 am - Disciplines 
  5:00 pm - Choir Practice 


